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Abstract
Background: There is some concern that hepatitis C virus (HCV) reinfection might 
impact HCV micro- elimination efforts among gay and bisexual men (GBM) with HIV. 
However, there is a limited understanding of reinfection incidence in the context of 
unrestricted government- funded HCV treatment. We aimed to estimate HCV reinfec-
tion incidence among GBM with HIV in Australia from 2016 to 2020.
Methods: Data were from 39 clinics participating in ACCESS, a sentinel surveillance 
network for blood borne viruses and sexually transmissible infections across Australia. 
GBM with HIV who had evidence of treatment or spontaneous clearance with at least 
one positive HCV RNA test, a subsequent negative HCV RNA test, and at least one 
additional HCV RNA test between 1st January 2016 and 31st December 2020 were 
eligible for inclusion. A new HCV RNA positive test and/or detectable viral load was 
defined as a reinfection. Generalised linear modelling was used to examine trends in 
reinfection.
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1  |  BACKGROUND

Hepatitis C virus (HCV) reinfection has been reported among gay 
and bisexual men and other men who have sex with men (GBM) with 
HIV globally.1 Prior to the availability of direct acting antivirals (DAA) 
to treat HCV infection, reinfection incidence estimates ranged from 
2.9 per 100 person years (100PY) in San Diego2 to 15.2/100PY in 
Amsterdam.3 In a pooled analysis of four Australian HCV treatment 
studies conducted between 2004 and 2015, reinfection incidence 
was reported to be 10.3/100PY among people with HIV; 7 of 10 
reinfections were among GBM.4

Due to the high reinfection incidence estimates prior to the avail-
ability of DAA treatment, there is some concern that reinfection in 
the DAA era might hamper elimination efforts. However, there re-
mains heterogeneity in reinfection incidence rates among GBM with 
HIV who are treated with DAAs. Australian cohort and treatment 
studies reported reinfection rates of 1.05/100PY and 2.5/100PY, 
respectively.5,6 Among people attending a HIV clinic in San Diego, 
reinfection incidence was reported to be 2.4/100PY overall but 
higher at 4.4/100PY among GBM.7 In a German study from four HIV 
treatment centres the rate of reinfection incidence was 6.4/100PY.8

While these results suggesting lower reinfection incidence in 
some settings are encouraging, these studies were from the early 
years of DAA availability. The longer- term impact of DAA scale- up 
and resultant reduction in HCV RNA prevalence6,9 on reinfection in-
cidence remains largely unknown.

To the best of our knowledge, there are only two studies, both 
from Western Europe, that have examined HCV reinfection over 
time among GBM with HIV. In The Netherlands, HCV reinfection 
incidence was 4.1/100PY in 2016, declining to 1.1 per/100PY in 
2019.10 Reinfection incidence also declined in Switzerland, from 
2.9/100PY in 2014, to zero in 2019.11

HCV direct acting antiviral (DAA) treatment was listed on the 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, part of Australia's universal health-
care system, on 1st March 2016 with no restrictions to treatment 
based on liver disease or substance use.12 In addition, prescription 

was also allowed by general practitioners from this date and treat-
ment for reinfection was also government funded. In this context, 
we aimed to examine HCV reinfection incidence trends from 2016 
to 2020 among GBM with HIV attending primary care, sexual health 
and tertiary outpatient infectious disease clinics across Australia.

2  |  METHODS

2.1  |  Data collection

Data were drawn from the Australian Collaboration for Coordinated 
Enhanced Sentinel Surveillance of Sexually Transmissible Infections 
(STI) and Blood Borne Viruses (BBV; ACCESS) which has been de-
scribed in detail previously.13,14 ACCESS collates BBV and STI testing 
and demographic data from clinics and laboratories, linking individu-
als' episodes of care over- time and between services participating 
in ACCESS using unique nonidentifiable codes. Ethical approval 
for ACCESS was received from the Alfred Hospital in Melbourne, 
Victoria, University of Tasmania in Hobart, Tasmania and Menzies 
School of Health Research in Darwin, Northern Territory. Ethical 
reviews were also undertaken by community organisations 

Results: Among 12 213 GBM with HIV who had at least one HCV test, 540 were 
included in the reinfection incidence analysis, of whom 38 (7%) had evidence of re-
infection during the observation period. Over 1124 person- years of follow- up, the 
overall rate of reinfection was 3.4/100PY (95% CI 2.5–4.6). HCV reinfection inci-
dence declined on average 30% per calendar year (Incidence Rate Ratio 0.70, 95% CI 
0.54–0.91).
Conclusion: HCV reinfection incidence has declined among GBM with HIV in Australia 
since government- funded unrestricted DAAs were made available. Ongoing HCV 
RNA testing following cure and prompt treatment for anyone newly diagnosed is war-
ranted to sustain this.

K E Y W O R D S
Australia, gay and bisexual, hepatitis C, HIV, reinfection

Key points

Hepatitis C reinfection has been reported globally among 
gay and bisexual men with HIV and there has been some 
concern that this might hamper elimination efforts. 
However, there are limited national level data on reinfec-
tion following widespread availability of direct acting anti-
viral treatment. From 2016 to 2020, hepatitis C reinfection 
incidence declined among gay and bisexual men with HIV in 
Australia. This suggests a potential treatment as prevention 
effect for hepatitis C reinfection among GBM with HIV.
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representing key populations including GBM and people living with 
HIV. The requirement for individual- level consent was waived by all 
ethics committees.

In ACCESS data, GBM status among people with their gender 
recorded as male is derived from one or more of; being recorded as 
GBM in patient management systems, reporting one or more male 
sex partners in behavioural surveys at sexual health clinics, or having 
ever had a rectal STI swab for chlamydia or gonorrhoea recorded in 
ACCESS.15 HIV status and date of HIV diagnosis among those clas-
sified as living with HIV was derived from linked HIV test results.

2.2  |  Eligibility

For this study, included GBM with HIV had at least one qualitative 
HCV RNA positive test or detectable viral load test (hereafter HCV 
RNA test), followed by at least one negative HCV RNA test (indica-
tive of potential HCV treatment and cure) between 1st January 
2012 and 30th December 2021. At least one or more HCV RNA 
test between the observation period of 1st January 2016 and 30th 
December 2020 was required to be included in the reinfection inci-
dence analyses. There were no restrictions on time between tests.

We limited the observation period to the end of 2020 to limit un-
certainly in estimates in the final year of data availability as people 
were censored at their last HCV RNA test with no extra time added 
and this may result in artificially inflated incidence rates.16 Testing his-
tory prior to the reinfection observation period was included for two 
reasons. Firstly, some GBM may have been known to have established 
chronic HCV, and as such may not have had additional HCV RNA test-
ing in close proximity prior to commencing DAA treatment (Figure S1). 
Secondly, people who were treated and cured prior to DAA access are 
part of the population potentially at risk of reinfection.

2.3  |  Measuring reinfection

The outcome of an incident HCV reinfection was defined as a posi-
tive HCV RNA test following a negative HCV RNA test among peo-
ple who had a previously observed HCV RNA positive test.

Person- time for GBM began at the date of a first HCV RNA neg-
ative test following a positive RNA test. Censoring occurred if there 
was a new positive HCV RNA test or at their last HCV RNA test 
event recorded or at the end of the observation period.

2.4  |  Evidence of treatment

In ACCESS, electronic prescription data are extracted where avail-
able, including retrospectively, but paper- based prescriptions are 
not captured in ACCESS. In addition, as a de- identified surveillance 
system, identifying people treated in ACCESS via clinical record au-
dits is not possible. As such, we defined evidence of HCV treatment 
as either definitely treated or potentially treated.

People definitely treated were classified as GBM who had a pos-
itive HCV RNA test followed by a record of at least one electronic 
HCV DAA prescription (Supplementary Methods) preceding their 
subsequent HCV RNA negative test. Data on treatment duration 
are not consistently captured and treatment completion data are 
not captured in ACCESS. In real- world settings, there is consider-
able variation in the timing of test- for- cure follow- up RNA testing; 
however, when tested, cure rates are high and unsuccessful treat-
ment attributable to viral relapse after a negative HCV RNA test is 
uncommon.6,17 Therefore, these GBM were defined as successfully 
treated and were included in the reinfection analyses from their first 
HCV RNA negative test following their treatment prescription date 
(Supplementary Methods Figure S2).

People potentially treated were classified using two HCV RNA 
testing history criteria based on a combination of Australian HCV 
clinical guidelines, HCV RNA testing subsidies through Australia's 
Medicare Benefits Schedule, and the scientific literature on HCV 
spontaneous clearance for people with HIV.

Firstly, GBM with two or more positive HCV RNA tests at least 
6 months apart (evidence of chronic infection12), with a subsequent 
negative test were defined as potentially treated due to the low 
probability of spontaneous clearance in those with chronic infection 
(Supplementary Methods Figure S3). Furthermore, spontaneous 
clearance will generally occur within 6 months of infection if at all.18

Secondly, GBM with two or more HCV RNA tests within 12 
months following their first HCV RNA negative date were defined as 
potentially treated (Supplementary Methods Figure S4). As per the 
Medicare Benefits Schedule governing testing rules and reimburse-
ments, only one HCV RNA test is reimbursed annually if a person is 
not undergoing treatment19; it is unlikely an intermittent HCV RNA 
test would be paid for out of pocket.

To examine the assumptions of our potentially treated definition, 
we assessed how many GBM with prescription data would also be 
classified as potentially treated based on each of these two criteria 
and in combination.

2.5  |  Statistical analysis

Generalised linear modelling (Poisson distribution) was used to ex-
amine trends in HCV incidence by calendar year with the infection 
date assigned to the mid- point between the date of a reinfection 
event and that persons' previous negative test event.

2.6  |  Sensitivity analyses for reinfection incidence

In our first sensitivity analyses, follow- up time started from a second 
HCV RNA negative test. This accounts for the uncommon possibility 
of viral relapse following an initial HCV RNA negative test17 and that 
inclusion from the first negative test may lead to a higher reinfec-
tion incidence rate.20 Second, we conducted analyses whereby only 
people with an HCV RNA positive result from 2016 onwards were 

 14783231, 2024, 4, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/doi/10.1111/liv.15841 by N

ational H
ealth A

nd M
edical R

esearch C
ouncil, W

iley O
nline L

ibrary on [25/03/2024]. See the T
erm

s and C
onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/term

s-and-conditions) on W
iley O

nline L
ibrary for rules of use; O

A
 articles are governed by the applicable C

reative C
om

m
ons L

icense
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included as the inclusion of people who were historically treated, 
or spontaneously cleared, may inflate the person- years of follow-
 up, and thus reduce incidence rates. Third, as people can experience 
more than one reinfection, we included multiple reinfection events 
as previous research among GBM with HIV shows variation in inci-
dence rates when only the first compared to multiple reinfections 
are included in analyses.21

All analyses were conducting using Stata 17 (College Station, 
Texas, USA).

3  |  RESULTS

Between 1st January 2012 and 31st December 2021, a total of 
12 213 GBM with HIV had ≥1 HCV antibody and/or RNA test re-
corded in ACCESS data; 2615 (21.4%) had ≥1 HCV RNA test, of 
whom 905 (34.6%) had a positive test result. Following their first 
positive HCV RNA test, 798 (88.2%) had ≥1 additional HCV RNA 
test, with at least one HCV RNA negative result recorded for 687 
(86.1%). Of these 687 people, 571 (83.1%) had ≥1 HCV RNA test 
following their first negative test (Figure 1).

Among these 571 people, 474 had some evidence of treatment; 
297 (51.9%) people had a treatment recorded (definitely treated) and 
177 (30.2%) had testing histories indicative of potential treatment.

Of the 177 potentially treated, 140 (79.1%) met the defini-
tion of chronic HCV infection (i.e., two positive HCV RNA tests 
greater than 6 months apart preceding a negative test) and 82 
(46.3%) met the definition of potential treatment based on test-
ing frequency post their first negative RNA. 45 (25.4%) met both 
definitions. In testing the sensitivity of these definitions of po-
tentially treated, among people with treatment recorded, 238 
(81%) people met one of these definitions based on their testing 
history (Supplementary Results).

3.1  |  Reinfection incidence

During the reinfection incidence observation period 1st January 
2016 to 30th December 2020 among 540 GBM with HIV, 38 (7.0%) 
had evidence of HCV reinfection. Median age at the date of inclu-
sion in the reinfection incidence analysis was similar between those 
with evidence of reinfection (45; IQR 39–52) compared to those with 
no evidence of reinfection (47; IQR 41–54). There was minimal dif-
ference in the median number of years since HIV diagnosis among 
those with (7, IQR 3–7) and without (6, IQR 4–7) evidence of rein-
fection, and for years since first evidence of HCV infection, with a 
median of 3 years for both groups (IQR 1–6). The median number of 
HCV RNA tests since first eligible for those with evidence of reinfec-
tion was two (IQR 1–3) with a median of 5.3 months (IQR 2.8–8.8) 
between tests. Among those with no evidence of reinfection, the 
median number of tests was three (IQR 1–4) and the median time 
between tests was 8.8 months (IQR 6.0–14.2). F I G U R E  1  Overall eligibility for inclusion.
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Over 1124 person- years of follow- up, the rate of reinfection was 
3.4/100PY (95% CI 2.5–4.6). Observed reinfection incidence was 
highest in 2017, with an incidence rate of 5.6/100PY, before declin-
ing in 2018 to 4.1/100PY and in 2019 to 2.6/100PY; there were no 
observed reinfection events in 2020 in this analysis (Table 1). HCV 
reinfection incidence declined on average 30% per calendar year 
(IRR 0.70, 95% CI 0.54–0.91).

3.2  |  Sensitivity analyses

In our sensitivity analyses where people were included from their 
second negative HCV RNA test, only people who had a positive HCV 
RNA test from 2016 onwards were included, and multiple reinfec-
tion events were included, there was modest variation in overall 
reinfection rates, and similar declines in reinfection incidence over 
time (Supplementary Results Tables S1–S3).

3.3  |  Reinfection incidence stratified by GBM 
with and without treatment data

Among 288 GBM with treatment prescription data who had a HCV 
RNA test during the observation period, 18 (6.3%) were defined as 
having an HCV reinfection over 586 person- years for an overall rate 
of 3.1/100PY (95% CI 1.9–4.9).

Of the 252 GBM without treatment prescription data, inclu-
sive of both those potentially treated and those without evidence 
of treatment, 20 (7.9%) were defined as having an HCV reinfec-
tion over 538 person- years for an overall rate of 3.7/100PY (95% 
CI 1.7–4.1). The peak of reinfection in these stratified analyses 
was in 2017 with a decline thereafter; however, there was some 
variation in incidence by calendar year (Supplementary Results 
Tables S4 and S5).

4  |  DISCUSSION

In this analysis of HCV reinfection incidence among GBM living with 
HIV attending primary care, sexual health and hospital- based infec-
tious disease clinics across Australia, we found reinfection incidence 
was 3.4/100PY between 2016 and 2020, which was considerably 
lower than that reported among people with HIV in Australia prior to 

DAA access at 10.3/100PY.4 Furthermore, our findings indicate that 
reinfection incidence has declined over time since the early years 
of universal DAA availability, consistent with declining transmission 
anticipated as HCV prevalence declines with more people with HCV 
successfully treated.

The reinfection incidence rate we found was higher than re-
ported in Australian cohort5 and treatment studies6 during the DAA 
era. Many GBM with HIV enrolled in these studies likely attend a 
clinic that would have contributed data to our analyses. However, 
it is likely that we also included people who were never enrolled in 
these studies as our data were from routinely collected surveillance 
data and there were no additional study requirements nor consent 
processes. It is also possible that our data captured reinfections 
among people who never had an SVR test recorded via these stud-
ies due to our longer follow- up time, or reinfections after the end 
follow- up. The incidence we observed was similar to the 4.4/100PY 
incidence rate reported among GBM with HIV attending a single HIV 
clinic study in San Diego between 2014 and 20197 and lower the 
than the 6.4/100PY incidence rate reported across four HIV clinics 
in Germany between 2014 and 2018.8

We found reinfection incidence declined over time which aligns 
with results reported from Dutch and Swiss cohort studies of peo-
ple with HIV, whereby a decline has also been reported in recent 
years among GBM.10,11 This suggests that in addition to a treatment 
as prevention effect for primary incidence as also reported in these 
settings,22 there is likely also a potential treatment as prevention ef-
fect for reinfection among GBM with HIV.

A likely major contributor to the decline in HCV reinfection in-
cidence in our findings is government- funded universal access to 
HCV DAA treatment via Australia's Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme 
(PBS). Of direct relevance to these analyses, treatment for reinfec-
tion, including multiple reinfections, was also government funded. 
From the first date of availability via the PBS, there were no restric-
tions based on liver disease or ongoing substance use. General prac-
titioners could also prescribe treatment, as could authorised nurse 
practitioners since 2018. This was not the reality in many countries 
in the early years of DAA access, including other high- income coun-
tries23,24 and a number of these barriers remain in place in some 
countries.

While we observed a decline in HCV reinfection incidence, on-
going HCV RNA testing is likely warranted to detect any new in-
fections, promptly treat them, and sustain HCV elimination efforts 
to date. In some settings, multi- component interventions including 
home- based HCV RNA testing and GBM- specific harm reduction 
supply programmes among those potentially at risk of reinfection 
have been studied.25,26 In addition, behavioural interventions have 
been part of test and treat studies11 or are currently underway.27 
Whether similar programs specifically for GBM in Australia would 
be warranted is beyond the scope of this work. Given that HCV 
is already highly stigmatised, including among GBM with HIV,28 
rather than focus on changing the behaviours of a limited number 
of individuals who may theoretically be at risk of reinfection, it 
may be of greater benefit to consider a broader health promotion 

TA B L E  1  Hepatitis C reinfection rate by calendar year among 
GBM with HIV in Australia (n = 540).

Year Person- years Reinfections Rate/100PY 95% CI

2016 160.8 6 3.7 1.7–8.3

2017 270.1 15 5.6 3.3–9.2

2018 265.5 11 4.1 2.3–7.5

2019 229.7 6 2.6 1.2–5.8

2020 197.8 0 0.0
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campaign for HCV tailored to GBM. This may include efforts to 
raise awareness of HCV and reduce stigma related to HCV among 
all GBM. In addition, ensuring appropriate HCV testing occurs, and 
prompt treatment where required, will be critical. This may have 
even greater impact, given evidence suggests that HCV testing is 
somewhat sub- optimal more broadly among GBM with HIV and 
GBM using PrEP.29

A particular consideration with these data is that we were not 
able to perform a clinical audit to determine treatment status as the 
data were from a deidentified sentinel surveillance system. Given 
Australia has among the least restrictive hepatitis C treatment 
guidelines globally,30 it is conceivable that some of the GBM without 
treatment data were indeed treated. Data from Australian treatment 
and cohort studies alone indicate that more than 300 people with 
HIV, the vast majority of whom were GBM, have been treated.6,9 
While still an underestimate, the approximate 50% with treatment 
data, and 30% with evidence of potential treatment, a total of ap-
proximately 80%, is more aligned with results from these studies. 
Furthermore, only approximately 50% of GBM with HIV having evi-
dence of definite treatment in these data does not align with expert 
knowledge from senior clinicians working at clinics that contribute a 
substantial proportion of data to these analyses. Conversely, assum-
ing all those without treatment data spontaneously cleared would 
also conflict with established evidence showing spontaneous clear-
ance is uncommon among GBM with HIV.31 Discussions are ongoing 
with relevant stakeholders to link these surveillance data to data 
from Australia's Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme which would help 
to address this in the future.

Some limitations need to be considered in the interpretation 
of our findings. Firstly, we did not have access to clinical samples 
to undertake phylogenetic analyses to distinguish between unsuc-
cessful treatment and reinfection as has been done in some other 
studies, and there is a possibility that some of the people classi-
fied as having a reinfection were unsuccessfully treated. Similarly, 
genotype data were not systematically available both before and 
after treatment to use changes in genotype or subtype to define 
reinfection as has been done in some other studies5 Secondly, 
these data were from routine clinical care and as such, there was 
no specified time between tests meaning that some reinfections 
may be missed as they may have spontaneously cleared. Likewise, 
although post- treatment testing was generally quite high, not 
everyone had evidence of post- treatment testing in these data. 
While it is conceivable that these people may not have been en-
gaging in behaviours that would warrant ongoing testing, we are 
not able to determine this in these analyses. Thirdly, it may be pos-
sible that our results were influenced by a lack of HCV RNA testing 
during COVID lockdowns experienced in Australia. For example, 
in Melbourne which experienced prolonged lockdowns in 2020, 
HCV testing declined in health services that provide care to peo-
ple who inject drugs.32 Likewise, asymptomatic STI testing also 
declined.33 However, given these are all GBM with HIV, many still 
likely had HCV RNA testing as part of their HIV viral load moni-
toring. Finally, although this is the largest and most representative 

analysis of HCV reinfection among GBM with HIV undertaken in 
Australia to date, our findings may not be generalisable to GBM 
with HIV attending clinics that are not part of this sentinel surveil-
lance network.

5  |  CONCLUSION

HCV reinfection incidence among GBM with HIV in Australia in 
the DAA era is lower compared to what was reported in Australian 
studies in the pre- DAA era. There is some evidence that reinfec-
tion incidence has declined since the early years of universal DAA 
treatment availability, indicating a potential treatment as preven-
tion effect for HCV reinfection. While this is encouraging, post- 
treatment testing, and at least annual HCV RNA testing thereafter, 
is likely warranted to detect any new HCV infections and offer 
prompt treatment to sustain hepatitis C elimination efforts to date 
among GBM in Australia.

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS
Conceptualisation: B. L. H., R. S.- D., M. E. H. and J. S. D. Methodology: 
B. L. H., R. S.- D., D. K. v. S., M. T. and A. L. W. Data analysis and writ-
ing of the original draft: B. L. H. Data interpretation: B. L. H., R. S.- D., 
M. E. H. and J. S. D. Data collection: C. K. F., N. R. and M. B. Data 
curation: M. T. and J. A. Funding acquisition: B. D., R. G., M. S. and  
M. E. H. Review and editing of the manuscript: All authors.

ACKNO WLE DG E MENTS
We foremost acknowledge that these data and the research result-
ing from these data would not be possible without the invaluable 
contribution of people attending the clinics participating in ACCESS. 
The authors acknowledge the contribution of the ACCESS research 
team and advisory committee members who are not co- authors of 
this manuscript including: Htein Linn Aung, Kirby Institute, UNSW 
Sydney; Greta Baillie, Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney; Lisa Bastian, 
WA Health; Deborah Bateson, Family Planning NSW; Mark Boyd, 
University of Adelaide; Allison Carter, Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney; 
Aaron Cogle, National Association of People with HIV Australia; Jane 
Costello, Positive Life NSW; Wayne Dimech, NRL; Carol El- Hayek, 
Burnet Institute; Jeanne Ellard, Australian Federation of AIDS 
Organisations; Lucinda Franklin, Victorian Department of Health; 
Jane Hocking, University of Melbourne; Jules Kim, Scarlet Alliance; 
Long Nguyen, Burnet Institute; Thi Nguyen, Burnet Institute; David 
Nolan, Royal Perth Hospital; Catherine O’Connor, Kirby Institute, 
UNSW Sydney; Prital Patel, Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney; Stella 
Pendle, Australian Clinical Laboratories; Victoria Polkinghorne, 
Burnet Institute; Philip Reed, Kirkton Road Centre; Nathan Ryder, 
NSW Sexual Health Service Directors; Christine Selvey, NSW 
Ministry of Health; Melanie Walker, Australian Injecting and Illicit 
Drug Users League, Nyssa Watson, Burnet Institute. Open ac-
cess publishing facilitated by Monash University, as part of the 
Wiley - Monash University agreement via the Council of Australian 
University Librarians.

 14783231, 2024, 4, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/doi/10.1111/liv.15841 by N

ational H
ealth A

nd M
edical R

esearch C
ouncil, W

iley O
nline L

ibrary on [25/03/2024]. See the T
erm

s and C
onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/term

s-and-conditions) on W
iley O

nline L
ibrary for rules of use; O

A
 articles are governed by the applicable C

reative C
om

m
ons L

icense



1030  |    HARNEY et al.

FUNDING INFORMATION
ACCESS is a partnership between Burnet Institute, Kirby Institute 
and National Reference Laboratory funded by the Australian 
Government Department of Health and Aged Care. The funders 
played no role in the conception, analyses, or interpretation of these 
data, nor in the decision to submit this work for publication. B. L. H., 
R. S.- D., B. D., M.S., M. E. H. and J. S. D. receive support from the 
Australian National Health and Medical Research Council. Burnet 
Institute acknowledges support from the Victorian Government 
Operational Infrastructure Fund.

CONFLIC T OF INTERE S T S TATEMENT
M. T. has received speaker's honoraria and support to attend the 
2019 Hitos en Investigación Básica y Clínica en VIH/SIDA confer-
ence and investigator- initiated funding from Gilead Sciences. G. M. 
has received grants from Gilead Sciences and AbbVie Inc paid to 
her institution and payment from Janssen for chairing a meeting. M. 
S. served as an advisory board member for and received honoraria 
from Gilead Sciences and has received investigator- initiated funding 
from Gilead Sciences, AbbVie, and Bristol- Myers Squibb (BMS). M. E. 
H. has received investigator- initiated funding from Gilead Sciences, 
Merck, AbbVie and BMS. J. S. D. has received investigator- initiated 
funding from AbbVie, BMS, Gilead Sciences and Merck; consultan-
cies from Gilead Sciences and AbbVie; support for attending meet-
ings and/or travel from Gilead Sciences. D. K. v. S. reports payment 
to her institution (Public Health Service of Amsterdam) for Liver de-
bate, sponsored by Gilead, AbbVie and Norgine. M. B. reports grants 
paid to his institution for clinical research from Gilead Sciences, ViiV 
Healthcare, MSD, AbbVie, Eli Lilly, Novartis and Pfizer; has received 
consulting fees for attendance at medical advisory boards from 
Gilead Sciences, ViiV Healthcare and AbbVie; has received payment 
or honoraria from presentations/lectures from Gilead Sciences and 
AbbVie; has received payments to attend scientific meetings or ad-
visory boards from Gilead Sciences, ViiV Healthcare and GSK. R.G. 
has received research support funding from Gilead Sciences. All 
other authors report no potential conflicts of interest.

DATA AVAIL ABILIT Y S TATEMENT
Deidentified individual participant data included in this study cannot 
be shared publicly because of the sensitive nature of participant data 
anonymously extracted from participating clinical services. Access 
to deidentified data is available via the Burnet Institute, Melbourne, 
Victoria, Australia, with approval from the Alfred Hospital Human 
Research Ethics Committee for researchers who meet the criteria 
for access to confidential data. The ACCESS study protocol has been 
published previously.

E THIC S S TATEMENT
Ethics approval was provided by the human research ethics 
committees at Alfred Hospital (248/17), Central Australia (CA- 
19- 3355), Northern Territory Department of Health and Menzies 
School of Health (08/47), University of Tasmania (H0016971), 
Aboriginal Health and Medical Research Council (1099/15), 

AIDS Council of New South Wales (2015/14), Victorian AIDS 
Council and Thorne Harbour Health (VAC REP 15/003), Western 
Australian Aboriginal Health Ethics Committee (885) and St 
Vincent's Hospital (08/051).

PATIENT CONSENT S TATEMENT
As these are deidentified data collected under the auspices of pub-
lic health surveillance, individual patient consent was not required. 
Individuals were able to opt out of the surveillance system at will.

ORCID
Brendan L. Harney  https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9288-6942 
Michael W. Traeger  https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3452-350X 

R E FE R E N C E S
 1. Hosseini- Hooshyar S, Hajarizadeh B, Bajis S, et al. Risk of hepati-

tis C reinfection following successful therapy among people living 
with HIV: a global systematic review, meta- analysis, and meta- 
regression. Lancet HIV. 2022;9(6):e414- e427.

 2. Chaillon A, Sun X, Cachay ER, et al. Primary incidence of hepatitis C 
virus infection among HIV- infected men who have sex with men in 
San Diego, 2000–2015. Open Forum Infect Dis. 2019;6(4):ofz160.

 3. Lambers FA, Prins M, Thomas X, et al. Alarming incidence of hep-
atitis C virus re- infection after treatment of sexually acquired 
acute hepatitis C virus infection in HIV- infected MSM. Aids. 
2011;25(17):F21- F27.

 4. Martinello M, Grebely J, Petoumenos K, et al. HCV reinfection inci-
dence among individuals treated for recent infection. J Viral Hepat. 
2017;24(5):359- 370.

 5. Hosseini- Hooshyar S, Martinello M, Yee J, et al. Low hepatitis C 
virus reinfection rate despite ongoing risk following universal ac-
cess to direct- acting antiviral therapy among people living with HIV. 
Aids. 2020;34(9):1347- 1358.

 6. Doyle JS, van Santen DK, Iser D, et al. Microelimination of hepatitis 
C among people with human immunodeficiency virus coinfection: 
declining incidence and prevalence accompanying a multicenter 
treatment scale- up trial. Clin Infect Dis. 2021;73(7):e2164- e2172.

 7. Hill LA, Martin NK, Torriani FJ, et al. Screening for sexually trans-
mitted infections during hepatitis C treatment to predict reinfection 
among people with HIV. Open forum. Infect Dis. 2021;8(2):ofaa643.

 8. Ingiliz P, Wehmeyer MH, Boesecke C, et al. Reinfection with the 
hepatitis C virus in men who have sex with men after successful 
treatment with direct- acting antivirals in Germany: current inci-
dence rates, compared with rates during the interferon era. Clin 
Infect Dis. 2020;71(5):1248- 1254.

 9. Martinello M, Yee J, Bartlett SR, et al. Moving towards hepatitis 
C microelimination among people living with human immuno-
deficiency virus in Australia: the CEASE study. Clin Infect Dis. 
2020;71(6):1502- 1510.

 10. Smit C, Boyd A, Rijnders BJA, et al. HCV micro- elimination in indi-
viduals with HIV in The Netherlands 4 years after universal access 
to direct- acting antivirals: a retrospective cohort study. Lancet HIV. 
2021;8(2):e96- e105.

 11. Braun DL, Hampel B, Ledergerber B, et al. A treatment as preven-
tion trial to eliminate hepatitis C among men who have sex with 
men living with HIV in the swiss HIV cohort study. Clin Infect Dis. 
2020;73:e2194- e2202.

 12. Thompson AJ. Australian recommendations for the management 
of hepatitis C virus infection: a consensus statement. Med J Aust. 
2016;204(7):268- 272.

 13. Callander D, Moreira C, El- Hayek C, et al. Monitoring the control of 
sexually transmissible infections and blood- borne viruses: protocol 

 14783231, 2024, 4, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/doi/10.1111/liv.15841 by N

ational H
ealth A

nd M
edical R

esearch C
ouncil, W

iley O
nline L

ibrary on [25/03/2024]. See the T
erm

s and C
onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/term

s-and-conditions) on W
iley O

nline L
ibrary for rules of use; O

A
 articles are governed by the applicable C

reative C
om

m
ons L

icense

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9288-6942
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9288-6942
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3452-350X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3452-350X


    |  1031HARNEY et al.

for the Australian Collaboration for Coordinated Enhanced Sentinel 
Surveillance (ACCESS). JMIR Res Protoc. 2018;7(11):e11028.

 14. Nguyen L, Stoové M, Boyle D, et al. Privacy- preserving record link-
age of deidentified records within a public health surveillance sys-
tem: evaluation study. J Med Internet Res. 2020;22(6):e16757.

 15. Ampt FH, El Hayek C, Agius PA, et al. Anorectal swabs as a marker 
of male- to- male sexual exposure in STI surveillance systems. 
Epidemiology. 2017;145(12):2530- 2535.

 16. Castry M, Cousien A, Bellet J, et al. Hepatitis C virus (HCV) incidence 
among men who have sex with men (MSM) living with HIV: results 
from the French Hospital Database on HIV (ANRS CO4- FHDH) co-
hort study, 2014 to 2017. Euro Surveill. 2021;26(38):2001321.

 17. Falade- Nwulia O, Sulkowski MS, Merkow A, Latkin C, Mehta SH. 
Understanding and addressing hepatitis C reinfection in the oral 
direct- acting antiviral era. J Viral Hepat. 2018;25(3):220- 227.

 18. Micallef JM, Kaldor JM, Dore GJ. Spontaneous viral clearance fol-
lowing acute hepatitis C infection: a systematic review of longitudi-
nal studies. J Viral Hepat. 2006;13(1):34- 41.

 19. Australian Government Department of Health and Aged Care. 
Medicare Benefits Schedule – Item 69499. Australian Government 
Department of Health and Aged Care; 2022. https:// www9. health. 
gov. au/ mbs/ fullD isplay. cfm? type= item& q= 69499 & qt= ItemID

 20. Islam N, Krajden M, Shoveller J, et al. Incidence, risk factors, and 
prevention of hepatitis C reinfection: a population- based cohort 
study. Lancet Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2017;2(3):200- 210.

 21. Newsum AM, Matser A, Schinkel J, et al. Incidence of HCV reinfec-
tion among HIV- positive MSM and its association with sexual risk 
behavior: a longitudinal analysis. Clin Infect Dis. 2021;73(3):460- 467.

 22. van Santen DK, Sacks- Davis R, Stewart A, et al. Treatment as pre-
vention effect of direct- acting antivirals on primary hepatitis C 
virus incidence: findings from a multinational cohort between 2010 
and 2019. EClinicalMedicine. 2023;56:101810.

 23. Marshall AD, Cunningham EB, Nielsen S, et al. Restrictions for 
reimbursement of interferon- free direct- acting antiviral drugs 
for HCV infection in Europe. Lancet Gastroenterol Hepatol. 
2018;3(2):125- 133.

 24. Sulkowski M, Cheng W- H, Marx S, Sanchez Gonzalez Y, Strezewski 
J, Reau N. Estimating the year each state in the United States will 
achieve the World Health Organization's elimination targets for 
hepatitis C. Adv Ther. 2021;38(1):423- 440.

 25. Prinsenberg T, Illidge J, Zantkuijl P, et al. Usability, acceptability, and 
self- reported impact of an innovative hepatitis C risk reduction in-
tervention for men have sex with men: a mixed methods study. PloS 
One. 2022;17(2):e0263654.

 26. Prinsenberg T, Schinkel J, Zantkuijl P, Davidovich U, Prins M, van 
der Valk M. Internet- guided HCV- RNA testing: a promising tool to 

achieve hepatitis C micro- elimination among men who have sex 
with men. J Viral Hepat. 2022;29:677- 684.

 27. Hage K, Boyd A, Davidovich U, et al. Evaluating interventions to 
reduce behaviour associated with HCV reinfection in men who 
have sex with men: study protocol for a non- blinded, phase 2, ran-
domised trial. Trials. 2023;24(1):193.

 28. Schroeder SE, Higgs P, Winter R, et al. Hepatitis C risk percep-
tions and attitudes towards reinfection among HIV- diagnosed 
gay and bisexual men in Melbourne, Australia. J Int AIDS Soc. 
2019;22(5):e25288.

 29. Harney BL, Sacks- Davis R, van Santen DK, et al. The incidence of 
hepatitis C among gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with 
men in Australia, 2009–2019. Clin Infect Dis. 2022;74(10):1804- 1811.

 30. Palayew A, Razavi H, Hutchinson SJ, Cooke GS, Lazarus JV. Do 
the most heavily burdened countries have the right policies to 
eliminate viral hepatitis B and C? Lancet Gastroenterol Hepatol. 
2020;5(10):948- 953.

 31. Smith DJ, Jordan AE, Frank M, Hagan H. Spontaneous viral clear-
ance of hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection among people who inject 
drugs (PWID) and HIV- positive men who have sex with men (HIV+ 
MSM): a systematic review and meta- analysis. BMC Infect Dis. 
2016;16(1):471.

 32. Traeger MW, van Santen DK, Sacks- Davis R, et al. Impact of 
COVID- 19 lockdown restrictions on hepatitis C testing in Australian 
primary care services providing care for people who inject drugs. J 
Viral Hepat. 2022;29(10):908- 918.

 33. Chow EPF, Hocking JS, Ong JJ, Phillips TR, Fairley CK. Sexually 
transmitted infection diagnoses and access to a sexual health 
service before and after the National Lockdown for COVID- 19 in 
Melbourne, Australia. Open forum. Infect Dis. 2021;8(1):ofaa536.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION
Additional supporting information can be found online in the 
Supporting Information section at the end of this article.

How to cite this article: Harney BL, Sacks- Davis R, van 
Santen DK, et al. Hepatitis C virus reinfection incidence 
among gay and bisexual men with HIV in Australia from 2016 
to 2020. Liver Int. 2024;44:1024-1031. doi:10.1111/liv.15841

 14783231, 2024, 4, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/doi/10.1111/liv.15841 by N

ational H
ealth A

nd M
edical R

esearch C
ouncil, W

iley O
nline L

ibrary on [25/03/2024]. See the T
erm

s and C
onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w

iley.com
/term

s-and-conditions) on W
iley O

nline L
ibrary for rules of use; O

A
 articles are governed by the applicable C

reative C
om

m
ons L

icense

https://www9.health.gov.au/mbs/fullDisplay.cfm?type=item&q=69499&qt=ItemID
https://www9.health.gov.au/mbs/fullDisplay.cfm?type=item&q=69499&qt=ItemID
https://doi.org/10.1111/liv.15841

	Hepatitis C virus reinfection incidence among gay and bisexual men with HIV in Australia from 2016 to 2020
	Abstract
	1|BACKGROUND
	2|METHODS
	2.1|Data collection
	2.2|Eligibility
	2.3|Measuring reinfection
	2.4|Evidence of treatment
	2.5|Statistical analysis
	2.6|Sensitivity analyses for reinfection incidence

	3|RESULTS
	3.1|Reinfection incidence
	3.2|Sensitivity analyses
	3.3|Reinfection incidence stratified by GBM with and without treatment data

	4|DISCUSSION
	5|CONCLUSION
	AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS
	ACKNO​WLE​DGE​MENTS
	FUNDING INFORMATION
	CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT
	DATA AVAILABILITY STATEMENT

	ETHICS STATEMENT
	PATIENT CONSENT STATEMENT
	REFERENCES


